Video Notes: Battle for Vietnam
· In 1963 Lyndon Johnson became President of the U.S. and faced war in Vietnam.
· U.S. marines arrived in Vietnam in 1965 to stop the spread of Communism and ensure peace in South East Asia.
· Lyndon B. Johnson (LBJ) who became president after Kennedy was assassinated was convinced that it would be a quick war.

· The troops were welcomed by the South Vietnamese.

· The commander of U.S. troops was General William C. Westmoreland.

· LBJ told the American people that we would succeed.

· Vietnam War was the first televised war and the journalists went with the troops.

· Walter Cronkite was the most famous journalist that went to Vietnam during the war.

· Cronkite thought the U.S. was acting in the right way at the start of the war.

· Vietnam was divided into the North, which was Communist and supported by Russia and China and the South, which was Democratic and supported by the U.S.

· When the Viet Cong invaded the South, the U.S. stepped in to help the South. 

· The guerilla warfare of the North had a goal: to unite the North and South under the Communist rule of Ho Chi Minh and backed by Chinese dictator Mao Zedong.

· The Communists organized the peasants in North Vietnam and also gained some support in the Democratic South.
· The biggest problem the U.S. faced was determining friend from foe. Consequently they restored to burning whole villages.

· 4-million people in South Vietnam were forced to leave their homes.

· Fear and depression hit the U.S. troops badly.

· The U.S. soldiers began to terrorize the people they were sent to protect.

· The CIA sent LBJ positive reports from Vietnam.

· LBJ’s assistant Tom Johnson took notes on the war in the 1960s on behalf of the president.

· At the end of 1965 support for the war was at 65% and rising. The American people supported LBJ’s decision to send more troops to Vietnam.

· General Westmoreland and LBJ both agreed that world Communism had to be destroyed and agreed on Vietnam.

· Operation Rolling Thunder was a massive bombing campaign of North Vietnam. For 12-months more bombs were dropped on North Vietnam cities, industries, and infrastructure than were dropped in all of World War II.

· Westmoreland and LBJ were convinced they could win the war quickly with such fire power.

· What they did not appreciate was the resilience of the North Vietnamese and the power of guerilla warfare.

· Intelligence reports soon came in that 40,000 North Vietnamese troops surrounded 4,000 U.S. marines at Khe Sanh. Westmoreland told LBJ that if the marines could hold out until the Tet or New Year’s ceasefire, then the attack could be countered.

· Every year the Vietnamese celebrated the Tet, the traditional Chinese New Year.

· It was a nationwide religious festival celebrated by military and civilians alike.

· The fireworks during Tet would drive away evil spirits for another year.

· In 1968 the Communists violated the traditional truce. 70,000 Communists attacked 36 cities 44 towns and 64 villages throughout South Vietnam. Their prime target was Saigon. The attack on the first night of Tet was vicious.

· The war now moved from the jungles into the cities. Women and children were killed indiscriminately. Fires were set in the cities.

· Americans watched the attacks live on TV.

· The population of South Vietnam suffered horribly.

· The climax of the Tet Offensive was a suicide raid at the U.S. Embassy in Saigon.

· Using rockets the Viet Cong entered into the compound and then stormed into the embassy. The attackers were all dead by the end of the raid.

· This event polarized American attitudes about Vietnam. If the Viet Cong could attack the embassy, how could the U.S. win this war?

· The North’s suicide raid was meant as a morale breaker. It certainly did change people’s opinions. The embassy in the heart of the city should have been safe from attack.

· The beautiful ancient city of Hue was largely destroyed by the Viet Cong.

· LBJ continued to be positive about the war for the American people.

· CBS sent Cronkite to report on the war. On February 27 Cronkite gave his personal opinion of the war. He said “Vietnam would end in a stalemate.” He said the best thing would be to “negotiate not as victors but as honorable people.” That we hoped to defend democracy and did the best we could.

· LBJ had respect for Cronkite because he always reported the news as honestly and accurately as possible. LBJ never responded to Cronkite’s report.
· LBJ did say that the media declared the war over and hurt the American war effort.

· LBJ told his assistant that if he lost Cronkite then he lost the war.

· LBJ was now losing the war and people across America began to protest and call for the withdrawal of American troops. LBJ’s personal approval rating dropped to 40%.

· Youth across the world in 1968 focused on the truth of the war.

· At the same time, Westmoreland reported that he needed another 250,000 to win the war by the end of the decade.

· Clark Clifford (a pro-war hawk) began to question LBJ’s advisors. He asked questions of the advisors but few were able to be answered. The chief advisors were unable to guarantee that the additional troops would guarantee victory.

· Draft cards were burned, wives and children of White House staffers opposed the war, students and the public opposed the war. All wanted to negotiate peace.

· LBJ’s Great Society and positive efforts for Civil Rights were overshadowed by the images of the dead and wounded soldiers.

· LBJ wanted to do what was right and he was in anguish over the war.

· In the end LBJ decided not to run for re-election for president. It was the end of Johnson’s political career.

· In LBJ’s last 10-months in office, he had the task of ending the war in Vietnam and initiated peace talks in Paris. The world watched the peace talks but neither side could claim victory.

· This was a turning point in America’s belief that it was the world’s peacekeeper.

· After LBJ left office it took Nixon four more years to finally end the war.

· LBJ never wanted Vietnam but was forced to live through it.
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